
Whatôs Hard in German? 

 

A Learner Corpus Methodology for 

Identifying Structural Difficulties 

 

funded by and 

Astrid Ensslin, Bangor University   

1 



Learner corpora are: 

 άŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ C[κ{[ 
textual data assembled according to explicit 
design criteria for a particular SLA/FLT 
purpose. They are encoded in a standardised 
and homogenous way and documented as to 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾŜƴŀƴŎŜΦέ όDǊŀƴƎŜǊ нллнΥ 
7) 
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Learner corpora: why? 

1. Controlled collection of naturally occurring 
language 
ï Statistically significant insights 

ï Variety of analytical uses 

2. Contribution to SLA theory 
ï More accurate description of interlanguage and 

the factors influencing it 

3. Aid to developing L&T tools and methods 
ï Tailored to specific learner needs 

 
3 Granger (2008: 259) 



Design criteria (Granger 2002) 

ÅResearch question 

ÅTask settings, e.g. 
Å production context 

Å type of production (e.g. topic, genre, mode, ...) 

Å time limit 

Å word cap 

ÅLearner, e.g. 
Å Level of proficiency 

Å Linguistic background and history 

Å Circumstances of learning / acquisition 
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Falko:  
corpus architecture and size (Reznicek et al. 2010) 

V1.0 (103,000 tokens) 
(Ensslin & Krummes 2009-11) 
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Falko (Parent 
Corpus) 

Summaries 
(L1) 

Summaries 
(L2) 

Essays (L1) Essays (L2) 

e.g. Danish 
L1 

e.g. 
Hungarian L1 

WHiG 

Y2 

Y4 



Muttersprachler 

Lerner 

Contrastive 
Interlanguage 
Analysis 

Error 
Analysis ? 
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Metadata Questionnaire 
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C-test (example not used during data collection) 
In Österreich müssen alle Kinder ab sechs oder sieben Jahren 

in die Schule gehen, und zwar vier Jahre lang. Danach  

kön_ _ _  sie vi_ _ Jahre in  die Haupt_ _ _ _ _ _  gehen.  

Anschl_ _ _ _ _ _  müssen sie  1 - 5 Ja_ _ _ lang ei_ _ 

berufsorientierte Sch_ _ _ besuchen. I_  dieser Ze_ _  können 

s_ _  eine Ausbi_ _ _ _ _  oder ei_ _  Lehre f_ _  einen  

prakti_ _ _ _ _  Beruf mac_ _ _.  Od_ _  sie ge_ _ _  nach 

der Grundschule i_  eine höh_ _ _  Schule, das Gymn_ _ _ _ _.  

Da können sie nach 8 Jahren die Matura (das Abitur) machen.   

C-test score CEFR 

0 ï 29 A1 

30 ï 39 A2 

40 ï 59 B1 

60 ï 79 B2 

80 ï 89 C1 

90 ï 100 C2 
9 



10 

15.22 

60.87 

17.39 

6.52 
3.15 

48.82 

37.01 

11.02 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

B1 B2 C1 C2 

Second 

Final 

Language Evaluation (%) 



Essay (in-class) 

Å 500 words in 90 minutes 

Å Notepad, no language tools 

Å Choice of 3-4 topics (general, familiar to 
students) 
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 TreeTagger 

Tag 

part-of-speech 

(article, conjunction) 

 

Lemma 

canonical form 

(d, Welt, sein, ein) 
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Further 
tagging: 

target 
hypotheses 
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ANNIS2  
 http://korpling.german.hu-berlin.de/falko-suche/search.html 
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individual words 
 "Student" 
 

verbal inversion 

pos=/V[AV]PP/& 

pos="VAFIN"& 

#1 . #2 

suffixes 
word =/.+heit/  
 

missing definite articles 
ZH2Diff="INS"& 
ZH2lemma="d"& 
#1_=_#2 

different article 
pos="ART"& 
ZH2Diff="CHA"& 
ZH2pos="ART"& 
#1_=_#2& 
#2_=_#3 

ENG-L1 with FRA-L2 
TXTstructure="start"& 
meta::reg=/l1:eng/& 
meta::reg=/l2:fra/ 

Annis 
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